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The largest historic town in Switzerland, the Old Town’s defining feature

is the Saint-Pierre Cathedral, a key site during the Reformation. 57 steps

take you to the top of the towers, revealing a unique panorama of the

city. Meanwhile, down in the cellar, there is a fascinating archaeological

site (29). There are also many secret passages connecting up the

alleys of the Old Town... Make sure to track them down and wander!

a)l..a;!l >
The Reformation Wall

Cﬂm)U )L‘SJI ugl_d_n_” w «ug_u_uub» d_o_x_\> US
siae poludl )8l 8 oz 8 iliwdgydl
2995439 Juld pssts (sallS Hla 8, (ki
Bac Juilas JSub Lle puSel (929 a2 (59
Post Tenebras» Carix> )l 8L (ibgdig
Lol yaioe «gill Ml e olise Loy «cLux
2ol Glgall camiall )l @8 Ll Lle [ |
ZWl ) OO wosdlly el 49yl (24)
In the Parc des Bastions, the great actors of the [6th century Geneva
Protestant Reformation await: visit Jean Calvin, Guillaume Farel,
Théodore de Beze and John Knox in the form of giant statues
and bas-reliefs. Geneva’s motto, Post Tenebras Lux, is also carved
into the wall. Visit the International Museum of the Reformation
(24) to find out more and dive into the heart of history.
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CERN, the Europeon Orgomzot\on for Nuclear Reseorch is one of the ~
largest science centres in the world. A fascinating place to visit, CERN was
also the birthplace of the World Wide Web we all use today. The CERN
Science Gateway is a unique interactive space for curious people of all ages.
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The art district of les Bains
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Home to contemporary art museums, the Museum of Ethnography
(20) and numerous galleries, the Quartier des Bains is the
contemporary art hub of Geneva. The trendy cafes and bars all
add to the bustling nightlife. Don’t miss out: the galleries and
museums open their doors free of charge to the public on the
Nuit des Bains, an event that takes place three times a year.

Mont Saléve
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Just a few bus stops away from the city
centre, in France, head to Mont Saléve for
a getaway in the heart of nature. With
hiking, paragliding, mountain biking, and
cross-country skiing in winter, sport lovers
will be delighted by Geneva’'s closest
mountain! Reach the top on foot, by car
or by cable car.
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Before it became a famous fountain, the Jet d’Eau was a sofety valve used
by the hydraulic plant distributing the driving force of the Rhéne to Geneva'’s
watchmakers. It was later made bigger and moved to become the famous
Jet d’Eau. With a 140-metre-high peak, the water’s exit speed is
200 kilometres per hour and its flow rate is 500 litres per second,
creating a jet above the lake that weighs an impressive 7 tonnes!
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It was in the 16th century that Geneva became the birthplace of fine
watchmaking. Designed in 1955 in the heart of the English Garden, the
Flower Clock is one of the great symbols of the Geneva watchmaking
tradition. Decorated with thousands of flowers, it tells the time with Swiss
precision, and its 2.5-metre-long seconds hand is the largest in the
world! One of the rarest collections of old watches awaits you at the
Patek Philippe Museum (27).
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Quartier des Nations
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This international district represents the key role that Geneva plays on the
world stage, bringing together more than 39 international organisations.
It spans the Place des Nations, where you can visit the majestic Palais
des Nations (58): the European headquarters for the UN. On this
square, the [2-metre-high Broken Chair is a tribute to the victims of anti-
personnel mines throughout the world and a message of peace. Don't
miss the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum (23) if
you want to delve into the heart of global humanitarian action.
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Carouge and its bohemian
atmosphere
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With its little village lanes, artisan shops and many markets, life is good in
Carouge. The Geneva municipality stands out with its Mediterranean
feel and colourful Sardinian architecture. Nightlife atmosphere is
in no short supply with the many bars, terraces and restaurants.
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Did you know that Geneva is the third biggest wine-producing
canton in Switzerland? Accessible by bike, public transport or on
foot, there are plenty of country getaways where you can immerse
yourself in nature through the vineyards. From the city centre, you

can explore the unique landscapes of Satigny, Peney, Jussy, Bernex
and many others, stopping off for tastings with local winemakers.
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Countryside & Vineyards
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Les Voirons (F)

Le Mont-Blanc (F)

4809 m

Le Male (F)
1863 m
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The best day trips from Geneval!
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DID YOU KNOW?
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The World Wide Web
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It’s March 1989. Tim Berners-Lee,
a scientist working at CERN, the
European Organization for Nuclear
Research, submits a proposal to
his boss. He wants to develop a new
way of connecting and sharing
information - and guess what? His
project was the starting point for
the internet we use today!
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The first Swiss
wristwatch
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Did you know that women were
wearing wristwatches long before
men? In 1868, Patek Philippe created
the first Swiss wristwatch in Geneva.
It was a very refined women’s watch,
commissioned by Countess
Koscowicz of Hungary.
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Escalade
Festival
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On the 2 December 1602, Geneva
found itself stormed by the Duke
of Savoy’s troops, wanting to make
the city the capital of his duchy.
Thanks to the courage of Geneva's
citizens, the Savoyards did not
achieve their mission. Legend
has it that Mére Royaume threw
her cauldron of soup on the head
of a Savoyard. Every year since,
the people of Geneva have
celebrated the Escalade by eating
chocolate cauldrons, created
by the city’s finest artisans.

Le Petit Saléve (F)
899 m

LE LEMAN
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Evian-les-Bains
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Sissi, Empress of Austria
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Sissi, Empress of Austria, regulary
stayed in Geneva. One day, on her
way to the boat that was to take
her to Montreux, an Italian anarchist
suddenly appeared and stabbed
her on the landing stage. She died
a few hours later. In her honour,
the Hotel Beau-Rivage created
the sublime Sissi suite. A statue and
a commemorative plaque are dis-
played on the quais of Mont Blanc.
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Jean-Jacques
Rousseau
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One of the greatest philosophers
of the Lumiéres movement was
from Geneva. Jean-Jacques
Rousseau was born on 28 June
1712, at 40 Grand-Rue in the
Old Town. The building, which still
stands today, has become a
place for sharing and exchanging
ideas, literary encounters and a
museum. You can visit the Maison
Rousseau et Littérature (MRL) (15)
from Tuesday to Sunday.

Schweppes
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In 1783, Swiss master watchmaker
Johann Jakob Schweppe developed
a new process: he managed to
artificially introduce carbon dioxide
into mineral water. The patent
was immediately registered and
became the starting point of the
Schweppes drink that pairs so well
with gin.
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Geneva through history
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First mention of Geneva
in history by Julius Caesar.
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Geneva becomes the capital of the Burgundians,
the only time a king would govern Geneva.
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The Republic of Genevcl is proclulmed
Protestant Reformation.
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Attack on Geneva by the Savoyard troops
under Charles-Emmanuel de Savoie.

) 1648

dawadoll diilogyll dygblyodl (o Chuix iy
Geneva is emancipated from
the Holy Roman Empire.
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Annexation of Geneva by France.

) 1813

Restoration of the Republic.

) 1815
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Geneva joins Switzerland as the 22nd canton.
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Two rivers meet
in Geneva
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Originating at the Rhéne glacier in
the Swiss Alps, the Rhéne stops in
Geneva along with the Arve. The
river and tributary differ in their
origins, colours and flows, but they
meet in Geneva to become one
before crossing the South-East of
France. The view of this meeting is
best from the Junction viaduct.
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The longest bench
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Nestled on a hill south of the
Old Town, a square called the
“Promenade de la Treille” is home
to one of the longest wooden
benches in the world. Built in 1767
with 180 wooden planks, this historic
bench offers a spectacular view
of Mont Saléve (79). In the same
square, a famous chestnut tree
announces the arrival of spring
each year with its first buds.

Le Jura (F)
1720 m

N

La Déle (CH)
1677 m

CHOCOPASS

GENEVA
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24 hours of pure chocolate!

GUIDED TOURS

GENEVA

Discover the city with an

enthusiastic guide!
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The Red Cross
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Geneva became the world head-
quarters for humanitarian aid
thanks to Henri Dunant, who set up
the first International Committee
of the Red Cross in 1863. After
witnessing the Battle of Solferino
during the reign of Napoleon lll,

he brought his help to the wounded,

no matter where they were from.
These values formed the pillar of
the Committee, which went on
to make a major contribution to
the development of international
humanitarian law and today
provides assistance to the victims
of armed conflicts and disasters
throughout the world.
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CITYPASS

GENEVA
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More than 50 activities at
discounted prices!

MYSTERY

GENEVA
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A riddle-based game for all

the family, covering the city!
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Geneva’s water
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In Geneva, there are many quality
drinking water fountains where
everyone can quench their thirst
for free. There's even a map to
show you where to find them on
your walks or bike rides. And as
of June 2022, a sparkling water
fountain has been installed in
the city centre - the first of its kind
in Switzerland! Find the map at
www.ge-soif.ch/.
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Frankenstein
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In 816, four young poets met in
a villa on the heights of Geneva.
The summer was so rainy, they
decided to write scary stories
to keep themselves occupied.
In just three days, Mary Shelley
wrote the story of Frankenstein,
which would become the first
science fiction book. You can
contemplate the frightening
statue of Frankenstein’s Monster
on the Plaine de Plainpalais (82).



